


Achievement Center for Adults with
Disabilities Opens in Paramus

ON JUN 19, 2024

New Concepts for Living (NCFL), a provider of community residences, day programs, and therapeutic and

behavioral services for adults living with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD), has announced

the grand opening of a new, state-of-the-art Achievement Center in Paramus.

The 81,423 square-foot center is located in a former Barnes & Noble on Route 17 that NCFL purchased in

2022 and completely renovated. It features a 5,500-square-foot “town square,” a spacious Main Street and

walking paths, as well as life skills training rooms including a kitchen, supermarket, computer and

technology lab, bedroom, and laundry room. The center also houses dedicated spaces for recreation,

prevocational training, sensory rooms, health and wellness screenings, and therapeutic services such as

physical, occupational, behavioral, and speech therapy.

“Eight years ago, when I was blessed to take the helm of this incredible agency, I envisioned the

improvements and growth necessary to better serve our family of extraordinary individuals as well as the

growing I/DD community. I am humbled to see that dream become a reality,” stated NCFL CEO Steve

Setteducati. “I want to sincerely thank our dedicated and compassionate staff, our participants and their

guardians as well as our donors and supporters for making this day possible. I would also like to

acknowledge the New Jersey Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD), our governor and State

Legislature for their guidance and support in helping to make this happen.”

The new Achievement Center will make it possible, in coordination with DDD, for NCFL to increase

exponentially the capacity of its day program over the next few years to help meet the growing demand for

services for adults 21 and over with I/DD.

“We commend New Concepts for Living and their staff for providing comprehensive care and fostering an

environment of independence, growth, and community integration for adults living with I/DD,” said

Jonathan Seifried, assistant commissioner of the New Jersey Division of Developmental Disabilities. “We

look forward to continuing our partnership and expanding access to quality services and supports across

the state.”

NCFL currently has a waiting list of over 300 individuals for its programs while serving an area of the state

with the highest number of individuals with I/DD, according to DDD. Bergen County accounts for nearly 10%

of all New Jerseyans receiving DDD-funded services.



“Providing quality day programs for people with disabilities is a top priority,” said Paul Aronsohn, New

Jersey’s Ombudsman for Individuals with Intellectual or Developmental Disabilities and Their Families. “We

therefore welcome the Achievement Center and its promise of providing more meaningful opportunities for

New Jersey’s large and diverse disability community.”

The Achievement Center will support activities and services for adults living with a variety of intellectual

and developmental disabilities, including autism, cerebral palsy, Down Syndrome, brain injury, fetal alcohol

syndrome, and rarer conditions such as Williams, Prader-Willi, and Rett syndrome.

“The Borough of Paramus welcomes New Concepts for Living to our town,” said Paramus Mayor Chris Di

Piazza. “We support and will help in any way possible with New Concepts’ mission to enrich the lives of

adults with special needs. Paramus will be the new daily location for these adults and, as a Borough, we

are proud of that.”

To access more business news, visit NJB News Now (https://njbmagazine.com/njb-news-now/).
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